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ABSTRACT 



The system for performing interactive dialog of the present 
invention recognizes a question from a user and outputs an 
answer by a synthesized voice. The system includes; a selec- 
tion unit for selecting the answer from a database; an evalu- 
ation unit for evaluating a dialog between the user and com- 
puter and determining whether or not to continue the dialog. 
The evaluation unit may evaluate a dialog consistency, or 
dialog circumstance. Further, the selection unit selects and 
combines on the basis of the determination result the answer 
with one of a plurality of dialog sentences. The system may 
further comprises a learning unit for storing a novel answer 
unknown to the computer, by interrogating the user about the 
novel answer and further storing the interrogation scenario. 

19 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the office action from 5/1 1/2009, the applicant has submitted an 
amendment after final, filed 8/7/2009 amending independent claims 73 and 82-83 to incorporate 
the allowable subject matter previously indicated with respect to previous claim 93 (Office 
Action from 5/11/2009) (Amendment, Page 11). As these claims now incorporate the claim 
containing allowable subject matter and all intervening claims, claims 73-79, 81-89, 91-92, and 
94 are allowable over the prior art of record for the reasons set forth below. 

2. In response to amended claim 77 (Amendment, Page 11), the examiner has withdrawn the 
previous objection directed to minor informalities. 

3. In response to the cancellation of claim 80 (Amendment, Page 11), the examiner has 
withdrawn the previous objection directed towards minor informalities. Also, this subject matter 
has been incorporated into claim 73 with the informalities corrected, thus precluding any type of 
related objection of this claim. 

4. In response to amended claim 82, which eliminates the claim language not described in 
the originally filed specification (i.e., "computer program product') and incorporates "computer 
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readable memory medium" which is supported by the specification (for example, Page 39), the 
examiner has withdrawn the previous 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 73-79, 81-89, 91-92, and 94 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to independent claims 73, 82, and 83, the prior art of record fails to 
explicitly teach or fairly suggest, either individually or taken in combination, a respective 
shiritori word chain game system, computer readable memory medium, or method utilizing a 
speech recognizer and featuring a means for allowing a system to generate a spoken word or 
phrase output that continues the game in response to determining that a user has spoken an 
utterance which breaks a shiritori game rule (i.e., the first letter(s) of the user's spoken word do 
not match the last letter(s) of the computer's previous voice output), wherein the word for 
continuing a word chain game after a user has uttered a rule-breaking utterance is selected based 
on an impression of a user determined based on a previous step in the interactive game dialog. 
The examiner notes that although Patinkin et al (WO 01/91466 A2) does teach continuing a game 
after a user enters a rule breaking input (Page 31, Lines 20-28; and Figs. 4 A and4C) and 
Miyasato (JP2001 -190930) teaches the selection of user difficulty levels (Page 18), none of the 
prior art of record, either individually or taken in combination, teaches that a computer shiritori 
game system selects the continuing word after a user's rule-breaking input based on a impression 
of a user determined based on a previous game dialog step. Thus, claims 73, 82, and 83 are 
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allowable over the prior art of record. Dependent claims 74-79, 81, 84-89, 91-92, and 94 further 
limit allowable independent claims, and thus, are also allowable over the prior art of record by 
virtue of their dependency. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James S. Wozniak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7632. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30-5:00, F, 7:30-4, Off Alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached at (571) 272-7602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/James S. Wozniak/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



